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dispute between the Mill-owners' Association and the Textile
Labour Union of Ahmedabad regarding the increase of wages,
the mill-owners' representative and Mr. Gandhi were unable to
arrive at an agreement and referred the matter to an Umpire.
The Umpire's award that the wages of the weavers should be
increased by 5 per cent and those of the spinners by 8 per cent
were accepted by the mill-owners.1
In the Bombay City, on the other hand, it appears that the
trade union movement as a whole has lost much of its power
and prestige with the workers, mill-owners as well as the general
public, on account of the disastrous and ill-advised strikes of
1928 and 1929, and that, therefore, there is not much prospect
in the near future of the settlement of industrial disputes by
means of mutual negotiations.3 Hence, although a legal machinery
has now been instituted for enquiring into and settling disputes
under the Trade Disputes Act of 1929, it is very doubtful
whether in the absence of a sound development of the Trade
Union movement and some standing machinery for mutual
negotiations between the employers and the employees, the
Cotton Industry of Bombay can look forward to having a spell
of peaceful atmosphere so as to enable it to put into effect the
rationalisation scheme which was recommended by the Tariff
Board in 1927.3
9. HIGHER COSTS OF PRODUCTION IN BOMBAY
The remaining important disadvantages of the Cotton-mill
Industry in Bombay as compared to the mills in the up-
country centres can best be exhibited in the form of costs
sheets. It will be readily understood that any accurate ascer-
tainment of comparative costs in an industry, of which the
units vary widely in points of size and efficiency, is an exceed-
1 Report on an Enquiry into Wages and Hours of Labour in the Cotton-mill
Industry in 1926, Labour Office, Government of Bombay, 1929, Appendix B.
* Vide White Paper on the Labour Situation issued by the Government
of Bombay, 1930.
3 Report of the Tariff Board, 1927, and the Report of the Strike Enquiry
Committee, 1928-29*